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The Monthly Newsletter of MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

My family was on the road for the 

first two Sundays in July. We were 

grateful for the break and especially 

for the privilege of travel. But it left 

us with the question of what to do 

about church. On July 1 we had about 

600 miles to drive, broken up by a 

visit to Soren's great-grandparents in 

Iowa. Going to a Sunday service was 

going to be tough. So I pulled out my 

Book of Common Prayer (the Episco-

pal Church's liturgy manual, which I 

have been worshiping with for many 

years) and my little travel Bible and 

we had readings, prayers, a hymn, and 

even the greeting of the peace while 

we drove up I-35. It wasn't much; we 

had no sacrament, and we skipped 

the Gospel because it involved the 

death and raising of a child, but it was 

still church. Martin Luther was espe-

cially adamant that any group of bap-

tized Christians could constitute the 

church if needed, and for that one 

Sunday our little family was a congre-

gation. 

The next Sunday found us in Inyo 

County, California. There is no ELCA 

parish there. I admire many things 

about the Missouri Synod and would 

have loved to attend their parish, but 

I admit I don't like being examined by 

the pastor before church to establish 

my fitness for communion (I am con-

tent to refrain from communion 

where I'm not welcome, but I prefer to 

avoid the third degree before doing 

so). We ended up just driving around 

town until we found a service that 

hadn't started yet. We missed the 

Methodists by 20 minutes and eventu-

ally made our way to the local Presby-

terian church.  

 

It's always refreshing for me to wor-

ship in a different church on Sunday. 

Part of it is the anonymity—no one 

knows you're a pastor, at least until 

they hear you sing, and on this day we 

certainly looked and smelled like the 

campers we were. Part of it, the bigger 

part by far, is simply worshiping and 

being preached to without thinking 

ahead to the next part of the service. 

On the other hand, I can be a bit of a 

church critic when I'm in a new place. 

This particular church offered some 

things to be critical of, no doubt. They 

were trying hard to be welcoming, but 

my wife and I didn't know how com-

munion was supposed to be done. 

There was a little in-service jostling by 

the deacons. We worried a little about 

our unkempt appearance in a congre-

gation that was turned out a little 

more formally than what we're accus-

tomed to. 

 

On the Road Again 

Continued on page 2 
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Continued from page 1 

struggling to be charitable with their national church 

body despite disagreements. We received a warm and 

genuine welcome, and we got to sing the old version of 

"Beautiful Savior" (well, three verses of it anyway—

there's that church critic).  

 

I mention all of this because I continue to be amazed at 

the power of the Word of God to reach us even when 

we're in a new place, or even when we're not at our 

best. Some of my most memorable church moments 

have come when I've been on the road, hearing new 

voices and receiving the kindness and welcome of new 

faces. I know well that this is a season of travel, but I 

encourage all of you to find a church when you're trav-

eling (and, yes, when you're home). I do hope you'll 

look for an ELCA church first, but we also have close 

ecumenical ties with the Episcopal Church, the Presby-

terian Church, the United Church of Christ, the United 

Methodist Church, and several others. Let yourself be 

welcomed by your brothers and sisters in Christ; let 

yourself hear the words of grace; let yourself be fed 

with the bread of life and the cup of salvation. And if 

you think of it, bring the bulletin back and share it with 

one of the pastors. I'm always happy to hear good news 

from other places. Until then, I'll see you in church! 

 

Pastor Ben  

Associate Pastor Called  

 

What a glorious day! On June 24, Messiah 

called the Reverend Benjamin Dueholm as our 

Associate Pastor. Messiah is blessed to have 

Ben as a full-time pastor, and we are looking 

forward to all he will bring to our mission. Ben 

and his family, Kerry and their son Soren, will 

be living in the parsonage. Please welcome the 

entire Dueholm family to Messiah when  you 

see them. If you are interested in helping with 

house maintenance or helping with moving 

activities, contact the office for details. Ben's 

installation is being planned for November. 

Watch the bulletin for details.  

Generosity Team 

 

It is time to “Catch-Up on Our Giving!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer time! Time to play catch—catch-up on giving 

that is. As I’ve mentioned before, summer time is a 

financially challenging time for Messiah when our 

congregation takes much-needed vacations and stay-

cations. But the great work of Messiah doesn’t take a 

break! Your gifts help make Vacation Bible School and 

the Youth Gathering in New Orleans this year possi-

ble. Please consider catching up on your giving before 

school starts. This would be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you!   

 

Also, for those of you who are likely to miss some of 

the remaining Sundays this summer, please remember 

that Simply Giving through Thrivent Financial can 

help ensure that your weekly donation is given consis-

tently throughout the year. If you would like to sign 

up for Simply Giving, please go to our website, click 

on the $ sign in the lower left corner and follow the 

instructions (http://www.messiah-wauconda.org/). 

You can also make a one-time contribution at this site 

to catch up on your giving. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 

me at 719-2865.  

 

God bless! 

Dave Jarcik (on behalf of Messiah’s Generosity Team) 

Worship Leadership  

at Messiah 

 

This summer we are 

updating our worship 

leader list. If you 

serve or would like to 

serve as an usher, 

greeter, reader, aco-

lyte or worship assis-

tant, please sign up 

in the Gathering 

Place. A training for 

all assistants, veteran and novice, will take 

place on Sunday, September 30 at 11:30am in 

the Sanctuary.  
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All are welcome to come to the Spirituality Center to 

join our “Quiet Time with God” group. We meet 

every Monday evening from 6 to 7:30pm. The group 

uses this time for reflection, prayer and guid-

ance for the daily challenges  of living and growing 

in Christ. Tai Chi exercises, led by Betty Armagost at 

the beginning of each session, prepare body, mind 

and spirit for meditation. The “Quiet Time with 

God” is led by Susan Merkner. 

 

Messiah Spirituality Center 

 

Love INC 

Love INC of Wauconda will be continuing their partner-

ship with American Mattress in Lake Zurich. Because of 

this, the need for gently used or new bedding will be 

ongoing. Especially useful are plastic bed protectors 

and mattress pads. Sheets, blankets and comforters are 

also needed. Please place your bedding donations in the 

food pantry bins either in the gathering area or near 

the office across from the mailboxes.  

 

Thank you 

Thank you for your donations for Sagrado Corazon, our 

sister church in Waukegan. We were able to take two 

vans of clothing and school supplies to them. They 

were very appreciative. 

 

Food Pantry 

Please continue to bring donations for the food pantry. 

They receive fewer donations during the summer 

months. Nonperishable food, pa-

per goods, cleaning products and 

toiletry items are needed. You can 

put your donations in the food 

pantry bin in the Gathering Place 

or in the bins near the office 

across from the mailboxes. 

 

LSSI  Weekend 

Good Samaritan Ministry is excited about the upcoming 

LSSI (Lutheran Social Services of Illinois) weekend on 

September 15-16 at Messiah. This will be a great oppor-

tunity to learn about the many services that LSSI offers. 

Good Samaritan will also be starting a new project in 

conjunction with LSSI that weekend.  

Good Samaritan 

Jo Ann Isleb, 540-0835 

 

In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words 

the Lord Jesus himself said: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35 

This Is My Church 

 

An All-Congregation Visioning Event 

Sunday, October 21, 2012 

 

“Messiah is my church … and it matters to me. It 

matters to me what we do now and in the fu-

ture.”  As a congregation, this statement is likely true 

for each one of us. But not any one of us, nor a small 

group of a few of us, can know what’s best for the 

future of our church. This is why the Long Range 

Planning Team is coordinating an all-congregation 

event on Sunday, October 21, 2012 where each of us 

will collaboratively and lovingly come together to de-

cipher God’s vision for the future of our church. 

Mark your calendar now, so you don’t miss this very 

important event.  

"This Is My Church" sermon-based small groups, fo-

cusing on people from church history,  begin the 

weekend of October 1. Sign up in worship in August. 
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Christian Education 

Danielle Boreczky, 307-5938 and Tracy Meyer, 540-9223  

Sunday School is almost here! Sunday School starts 

September 9 and runs through May 19. After the feed-

back on surveys done last year and through the efforts 

of the Christian Education Task Force, the Sunday 

School program will remain a rotational curriculum 

but this year the lessons/Bible stories will be taught 

for only 1-2 weeks. This way more lessons/Bible sto-

ries can be learned every year and the most fun activi-

ties can be chosen. 

 

Registration for Sunday School starts in August and 

will run through September 1. Registration forms can 

be found in this Voice (page 8), on the Messiah web-

page, in the marked bins outside the Christian Educa-

tion Office and in the Gathering Place. Please return 

them by September 1. 

 

Sadly, we have needed to resign our positions as CE 

directors. Thank you for touching our lives and for 

your friendships during our time as your directors. We 

will never forget our time as CE Directors and doing 

God's work for Messiah's children! 

 

During the transition to a new CE director, if you have 

any questions, please contact Tracy Meyer at tracy-

meyer@comcast.net. 

Pathway 

Pathway will be starting soon! It seems like ages since 

we last met, and I’m ready to see everyone’s smiling 

face filling the Sanctuary again! Please fill out a regis-

tration form (pages 9-10) and return it to the church 

office or my mailbox before the first night of Pathway. 

Here are some important dates to mark on your calen-

dars: 

Wednesday, August 29 at 7pm in Martin Luther 

 Center—FINK and Huddle Leader training 

Wednesday, September 5 at 7pm in the Sanctu-

ary—Parent and Student Together Night 

Wednesday, September 12—First night of Pathway. 

 Please arrive between 6:30 and 7pm to allow 

 time for check-in and registration. 

 

Freshman Kidnapping 

Freshman kidnapping is on the horizon! We will be kid-

napping incoming high school freshman on Saturday, 

August 18 and returning them after the 7:30 worship 

service the following morning. This is a great opportu-

nity for the freshman to become a part of the youth 

group and get to know everyone. Check your mail for 

the registration forms coming soon.  

 

ELCA National Youth Gathering Trip 

The ELCA National Youth Gathering Trip was amazing! 

We took 25 Messiah youth to New Orleans, where we 

worshipped with 39,000 other high school Lutherans 

from around the United States. The students built their 

faith and connections with one another. Look for pic-

tures in my September VOICE article. 

 

New Ministry 

A new ministry has been created to include all high 

school and college students. This ministry will have a 

new, student-created name starting this fall. We have 

created College Connection, which will pair college stu-

dents with members from Messiah’s congregation. This 

link will help the students stay connected with Messiah 

during the months they are away at school. These part-

nerships will write letters and talk while the students 

are away and can attend church together while they are 

home on weekends and breaks. We have also created 

fun ways for the students to stay connected with one 

another and their faith while they are away at college. 

This ministry has also been helping students find a 

church to become involved with at their colleges. Start-

ing next month, there will be an addition to the VOICE 

to keep your eyes open for. This “Student Spotlight” 

will highlight new college students each month. These 

are just a few examples of the creative ideas for this 

new ministry. If you or someone you know is inter-

ested in joining or helping with this ministry, please 

email me. 

 

Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and 

the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. 

Nothing is too hard for you. Jeremiah 32:17 

 

Kim 

Youth News 

Kim Kroes, 224-639-2350, kim.kroes@messiah-wauconda.org 
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  Sam 

 

It's Sam the churchmouse here 

with the news. There wasn't 

much this month. 

  

Stephanie Richartz won the Big 

10 Pole Vault championship in May and just re-

turned from competing at the Olympic Trials. Not to 

be outdone, Nate Richartz took 6th place at the 

IHSA Class 3 State Track and Field Meet. 

 

Congratulations Stephanie and Nate! 

 

Keep those notes and emails coming. 

Until next time … Sam 

Thank You 

For your special gifts! 

 

In Memory of Harlan and Myrtle Erickson 

Chris and Bonnie Miller 

 

In Memory of Elvis Stoll and Ray Jorgensen 

Grace Jorgensen 

 

In Honor of Mike Kocmond 

James C. Kelly 

 

Pumpkins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Messiah will be Lake County's premier location for 

your pumpkin needs. We will host a pumpkin patch 

in the lower parking lot the whole month of Octo-

ber as a fundraiser for the church.  

 

We will need many volunteers to make this success-

ful and hope you will consider helping. There are 

so many ways to help. Who doesn't love fall? 

 

Look for details in the bulletin or website for addi-

tional information. We will have an informational 

meeting at the end of August.  

 

Jason Miller  

526-7161 

Bicycle Group 

 

Messiah's Bicycle Group has had a couple of fun rides 

this summer on the Millennium Trail and the Des 

Plaines River Trail. Our August outing will be on the 

19th at the Chicago lake front. We will park near Wrig-

ley Field (the Cubs are in Cincinnati) and enjoy a lei-

surely ride along the beaches. Our rides are open to 

everyone, all ability-levels, no special equipment re-

quired. If you need help getting your bike (or yourself) 

to Chicago, just let us know. Watch the bulletin for 

more info, or call Bert or Carrie Gaide at 726-7221, or 

bertgaide@aol.com.  

Habitat for Humanity 

 

Habitat for Humanity keeps building decent, afford-

able houses for deserving families. These families 

have to qualify with steady jobs and a minimum in-

come to make sure they can keep paying their interest

-free mortgage. We are currently building in Waukegan 

and Zion. Messiah's crew goes out the second Satur-

day of every month. Our next workday is August 11, 

from 8 to 4. No experience is necessary. Anyone over 

the age of 16 is welcome. For more info call Bert Gaide 

at 726-7221. 
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Boy Scout Troop 90 

Cindy Schofield, 970-2279 

Our troop had 21 scouts and 7 leaders elect to go north 

to the Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan Scout Reservation for summer 

camp in July. It’s a week-long scouting adventure filled 

with rank advancement, merit badge work, personal 

challenge, fun and excitement in the great North 

Woods. The boys could swim, hike, shoot, fish and 

camp along with learning various handicrafts with hun-

dreds of other scouts. 

As a follow-up, two members of the Senior Patrol went 

to National Youth Leadership Training and had a great 

time. They learned a lot to bring back to the rest of the 

troop. They are already sharing new ideas to make the 

troop stronger with more focus on both learning and 

fun! 

  

 

Troop 90 Scouts and Leaders ready to head up to Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan with the Troop’s new trailer 

Adult Choir Practice 

 

Praise the Lord for the Lord is good. Sing praises to His 

name for it is pleasant. Psalm 135:3 

 

Do you have a desire to praise God by utilizing your gift of singing?  

Do you have the urge to express your love for God in song? The Mes-

siah Adult Choir may be just the vehicle your are looking for. 

 

Choir practice starts Thursday, August 23. We will be meeting in the 

Luther Center at 7:30pm. If you are interested, please contact Pam Da-

dian at 815-385-7217 or email her at psdadian@gmail.com . 
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MLPK (Messiah Lutheran Preschool  

and Kindergarten) News 

Summer has been lots of fun at Messiah’s Preschool 

and Kindergarten. About 150 children enjoyed a variety 

of summer class experiences from cooking to music to 

bug safaris and exploring the great outdoors. What a 

blessing to enjoy fun ways to learn new things and take 

advantage of wonderful weather to enjoy being outside. 

 

We are excited to expand our programming with ex-

tended care as part of our licensed and accredited 

school. MLPK and Kid’s Club are joining resources to 

offer wonderfully loving, high-quality care for children. 

Full day, part time and before and after school options 

will all continue to be available to assist area families. 

Children in extended care will enjoy enrichment pro-

grams to allow them to explore science, play with math 

concepts, enjoy literature and build reading skills and 

even learn Spanish! Many wonderful opportunities will 

be available to the children as they enjoy loving and 

safe care at Messiah. Contact the school office for de-

tails or check out our website: www.MLPK.org for more 

information. 

 

We will continue to offer part-day preschool and kin-

dergarten classes for children ages two through six. 

Morning and afternoon options are available. 

 

Registration for classes in the 2012-2013 school year is 

well underway. Several preschool classes are full; how-

ever there are still a few openings for all age groups, so 

tell your family and friends to join us soon for a tour 

and introduction to the wonderful learning experience 

at Messiah’s school. Contact us at luhl@MLPKl.org or 

526-7479. 

 

Blessings, 

Lynda Janezic, Director 
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Pathway Registration 
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Pathway Registration 
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Birthdays 

Armagost, Leanne 1 

Boe, Dan 1 

Hall, Kathleen 1 

Krieter, Nathan 1 

Kupsky, Dee 1 

Quigley, Cindy 1 

DuBois, Susan 2 

Durante, Kris 2 

Grzeca, Tina 2 

Harling, Katherine 2 

Schnack, Jennifer 2 

Smetters-Haase, Wendy 2 

Tunberg, Megan 2 

Zietlow, Judie 2 

Dunbar, Michele 3 

Hansen, Thomas 3 

Irabagon, Jennifer 3 

Miller, Joanne 3 

Rudd, Will 3 

Tinkoff, Danielle 3 

Berner, Gloria 4 

Hluchy, Kimberly 4 

Olson, Sandy 4 

Rogers, Brianna 4 

Rusin, Alex 4 

Wroble, Mike 4 

Grunloh, Jill 5 

Johnson, Tyler 5 

Kasula, Ahren 5 

Kreckman, Nathaniel 5 

Madej, Auden 5 

Matasek, Dana 5 

Mazzetti, Cindy 5 

Postl, Dana 5 

Rohlwing, Hannah 5 

Tucker, Jason 5 

Winkler, Duke 5 

Wisniewski, Jake 5 

Givens, Lauren 6 

Kersten, Jennifer 6 

Krieter, Jodi 6 

Mazzocchi, Paul 6 

Salte, Charlene 6 

Bergstrom, Kyle 7 

Deshler, Grant 7 

Kashmier, Ken 7 

 

Markko, Rebecca 7 

Mathiesen, Evan 7 

Prokup, Brenna 7 

Stapleton, Maxwell 7 

Benz, Laura 8 

Goronson, Audri 8 

Maki, Jim 8 

Mazzetti, Mario 8 

Redmann, Paul II 8 

Roman, Matthew 8 

Born, Katie 9 

Clark, Michaela 9 

Grau, Kirsten 9 

Milner, Matthew 9 

Schumacher, James 9 

Schumacher, Steven 9 

Abrahamson, Allison 10 

Anderson, Todd 10 

Carpenter, Lydia 10 

Dettman, Steven 10 

Bartnicki, Ellen 11 

Blasius, Brian 11 

Butler, Patrick 11 

Carlson, Scott 11 

Miller, Lindsay 11 

Scheck, Norma 11 

Theriault, Tatum 11 

Amrich, Michael 12 

McNulty, Rob 12 

Redmann, Paul 12 

Bartus, Christopher 13 

Boyd, Katherine 13 

Gifford, Gracey 13 

Kersten, Sue 13 

Milner, Grant 13 

Moorhead, Jeff 13 

Niehengen, Cody 13 

Polhemus, Amy 13 

Schmidt, Thomas 13 

Teuber, Jessica 13 

Chaffee, Barb 14 

Drobnik, Dylan 14 

Murvine, Alexander 14 

Olson, Tyler 14 

Sabel, Ryan 14 

Thompson, Dakota 14 

 

Dunbar, Grace 22 

Klesch, Easton 22 

Pfister, Patricia 22 

Stanger, Michele 22 

Blair, John 23 

Hales, C. Wade 23 

Horn, Ryan 23 

Nelson, Randon 23 

Stanger, Grant 23 

Zaccone, Danielle 23 

Kirchwehm, Mark 24 

Kroes, Brian 24 

LaJoy, Sequoya 24 

Louis, Kaelyn 24 

McKeon, Haley 24 

Rogers, Lenore 24 

Vogeler, Lynn 24 

Durante, Bob 25 

Duym, Devon 25 

Mathis, Darrell Jr. 25 

Schlabowski, Katerina 25 

Schwarz, Tina 25 

Clippard, Cindy 26 

Lulis, Kelly 26 

Tinkoff, Karen 26 

Greffin, Kole 27 

White III, George 27 

Barth, Cara 28 

Dopita, Nancy 28 

Doucet, Gail 28 

Duym, Raegan 28 

Figiel, Sandi 28 

Goff, Haley 28 

Stolt, Tom 28 

Coslet, James 29 

Dettmann, Michael 29 

Hluchy, Haley 29 

Thompson, George 29 

Thompson, Hunter 29 

Goff, Bill 30 

Harris, Cheryl 31 

Boyko, Keanna 31 

Schildkraut, Rachel 31 

Thompson, JoAnne 31 

Brandau, Alexander 15 

Brandau, Damon 15 

Kirchwehm, Matthew 15 

Lanzerotti, Kristen 15 

Louis, Bethany 15 

Peldiak, Steve 15 

Foster, Maiya 16 

Gale, Lynn 16 

Harren, Peter 16 

Hoskins, Andrew 16 

Nordmark, Christine 16 

Wirth, Ella 16 

Ziolkowski, Jake 16 

Hill, Jason 17 

Houston, Carrie 17 

Rabe, Philip 17 

Robledo, Kyle 17 

Austera, Ed 18 

Civik, Kathleen 18 

Kersten, Joanna 18 

Nichols, Laura 18 

West, Bradley 18 

Leopardo, A. J.  19 

Mattson, Tyler 19 

Meeke, Aaron 19 

Nordmark, Birgit 19 

Rogers, Lynne 19 

Frazier, Aleda 20 

Harding, Michael 20 

Kabrin, Jennifer 20 

Mazzocchi, Ashley 20 

Caudle, Kyle 21 

Chmiel, Samantha 21 

Derr, Meredith 21 

Dianis, Matt 21 

Dreiling, Leslie 21 

Heinz, Halle 21 

Irlbeck, Dylan 21 

Moyer, Sue 21 

Pearl, Eddie 21 

Pease, Austin 21 

Petralia, Joseph 21 

Winkler, Gavin 21 

Becker, Jennifer 22 

Christensen, Kari 22 

Conway, Mark 22 

 

Birthdays 

Save the date! 

 

The Melodeers, six-time International Champion cho-

rus, will present a holiday show on the afternoon of 

Saturday, December 8 at Stevenson High School, 

Route 22, Lincolnshire. Times and ticket information 

to be determined. Please contact Julie Kendrick, 

526,8467 

 

  

Help Needed 

 

A group of energetic volunteers are gathering at Mes-

siah on Saturday mornings to do some very neces-

sary cleanups. We need more adults or kids to join 

us. Come on out between 8 and 11am. We’re going to 

continue this as long as the weather permits. 

 

Randy Johnson, 224-406-6792 
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     Our Featured Advertiser: 

Craftamatic 

         Adjustable Beds 

We Extend Our Condolences to… 

Dean and Karen Logan and family at the death of Dean’s father, Ray 

Jill and Todd Wright at the death of Todd’s uncle, William Moffet 

Messiah’s Family 

Through the Sacrament of 

Holy Baptism We Welcome … 

 

Lucas Scott Peters on June 23 

Dylan David Johnson on June 24 

 

 

The Voice of Messiah 

is a monthly newsletter of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Phone: 526-7161 • fax: 526-7184 • email: messiahlutheran@messiah-wauconda.org 

Phone numbers:  

Pastor Dawn Mass, (773) 306-8133 

Associate Pastor Ben Dueholm, (773) 510-2056 

Pastor  Emeritus Chuck Merkner, 526-1075    

Editor: Barb Henkel (phone & fax), 438-3655, email: barbhenk@comcast.net 

Editing by Joan Grygel, 438-7630 

Messiah’s website can be found at www.messiah-wauconda.com 

(All phone numbers used in THE VOICE are area code 847 unless listed otherwise.) 

 

Worship Services 

Saturday, 5pm 

Sunday, 7:30, 9 and 10:30am 

Sunday School for Children (September-May), 9 and 10:30am 

Sunday School for Adults (September-May), 9am 

 

Join in the fellowship between services! 

 

  

In Our Prayers … 

 

Jules Becker 

Penny Claiborne 

Kristi Givens 

Sue Kasula  

Gladys Meeske 

Dolores Tegtmeyer 

Erica Wagner 
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“Sharing Jesus’ Love” 

Time Sensitive 

Return Service Requested 

Messiah’s new musical organization—always looking for more members 


